COMPETITION REGULATIONS

1. In general, competitions are not open to the public. The exceptions are the Young Musicians and Ensemble/Chamber Music competition events held in the Sanctuary. Any event held in a private home will be closed to the public. Teachers are welcome in the private home, but not in the audition room.  Most events are held at Laurel Presbyterian Church.
2. All entry forms should be submitted electronically, and ONE TEACHER CHECK must be submitted for each individual competitive event at deadline. Individual checks or cash from parents will not be accepted. Teachers should forward all checks to Treasurer one day after the electronic deadline AND email both the Treasurer and Chairperson to say check has been mailed.
3. Unless otherwise stated, late entries will be accepted up to 10 days prior to the competition at the additional fee of $20.00 per entry. No refunds are made for withdrawn entries.
4. Unless otherwise stated, literature may be changed up to performance time provided literature conforms to competition requirement. (Exception: There is a $5.00 charge to change a piece of music in the Young Musicians Competition/Evaluation). An exact time is necessary for each piece to allow for the scheduling of sufficient time. Please check literature before entering and include opus Number, movement (including the tempo marking, etc. to be performed. Please include the composers compete name (i.e. Frederic Chopin and not F. Chopin.)
5. If a student has studied with more than one teacher in 12 months prior to the competition date, all teachers’ names must be listed on the entry form. Only present teacher needs to submit.
6. Judges’ decisions are final and not to be questioned by teachers, students or parents. Criteria for judging is “a polished artistic performance.”
7. Student winners will be required to perform at scheduled honors recitals.
8. All piano music must be memorized with the exception of complicated 20th/21st Century avant-garde compositions, which need to be cleared with the chairman BEFORE the deadline. Exceptions to this rule appear in individual competition descriptions. The memory requirement is waived for adult students unless they are competing against non-adults.
9. Solo music must be in original form. No arrangements, abbreviations of classics may be used. Concert transcription such e.g. Bach/Hess “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” may be used with advance chairman clearance.
10. Teachers may not accompany their own students unless otherwise stipulated for a particular event. Teachers, however, are permitted to accompany their own students in the Concerto Competitions.
11. Teachers should avoid speaking to judges until the close of the judging day. Problems should be referred to the monitor or the chairman. Teachers should not sit with, talk to, or acknowledge in any way students or parents until after the announcement of winners.
12. Teachers are responsible to pick up critiques, certificates, medals, trophies and plaques. None will be mailed or delivered.
13. For most competitive events, the order in which students perform shall be as follows, 2026-2027 alphabetical by first name, 2027-2028 reverse alphabetical order by first name, 2028-2029 Alphabetical order by last name, 2029-2030 reverse alphabetical order by last name,
14.  Chairman should provide (via e-mail) teachers with performance times at least fourteen (14) days prior to event.
15. Students must bring a legal copy of the music for the judges.  All entrants and accompanists must abide by the Federal Copyright Law.  Please mark measure numbers in the music.
16. CD sheet music and trademark is accepted in lieu of an original copy if properly documented or if in public domain.  Music editions published prior to 1931 are usually in public domain.  It will be the responsibility of the individual student and their parent to be sure that the music submitted for adjudication is a legal copy.  A good source for establishing something as public domain (and thus legal to copy) is IMSLP’s website.  
17. The Name of the student, parent, or teacher/institution should not be visible on the music provided to the judge.
18. Please check the website as well as other communications from the chair or President for any updates or changes of event information.
19. All entry forms will be electronic and submitted to the chair via e-mail unless otherwise stipulated no later than 10:00 PM on the deadline date.  No paper copies will be accepted.  
20. Students and adults may enter ANY event non-competitively for a critique. Adults may compete only in those events that so specify in their rules. In all events, students dropping a piece may still perform non-competitive for a critique.
21. In order to avoid duplication, all judges must be cleared through the Student Activities Chairman before the invitation has been extended to the judge.
22. Teachers are expected to be available (a minimum of 4 hours) to help the day of the competition, if entering students. While a minimum of 4 hours must be designated on the entry form, based on number of teacher participants, the actual assignment could be more or less time.  A teacher may offer a substitute if the substitute is another GLMTA member.


